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This statement is only valid for Volvo branded engines.

Hydro-treated vegetable oil (HVO) and fatty acid methyl ester (FAME) biodiesel are both made from renewable raw materials 
such as vegetable oils and animal fats, but they are chemically processed in different ways.

Hydro-treated vegetable oil (HVO)
HVO is created using a chemical process called hydro-treating. Hydro-treating creates an oxygen-free hydrocarbon product 
that is very similar to distillate diesel fuel and is well suited for use in diesel engines. HVO fuels complying with the CEN
diesel fuel standard EN 590:2013 or with the European Fuel Quality Directive 98/70/EC are approved for use in all Volvo 
Construction Equipment diesel engines with no changes to maintenance intervals. Paraffinic diesel fuels complying with the 
CEN standard EN 15940 may be used in all machines operating outside the European Union and for EU-certified engines up 
to the emission level Stage IV. These fuels may also be used for the EU-certified D11, D13 and D16 engines meeting the 
emission level Stage V.

Biodiesel
Biodiesel is a product made from renewable resources such as vegetable oils or animal fat. Biodiesel that has been 
chemically processed into fatty acid methyl ester (FAME) can be blended with distillate diesel fuel and used in some diesel 
engines. Unblended biodiesel is referred to as B100 because it is 100% biodiesel.
Rapeseed methyl ester (RME) is the most common type of FAME used in Europe. Soy methyl ester (SME) and sunflower oil 
methyl ester (SOME) are the most common types of FAME used in the US.
Although use of FAME biodiesel is now a legal requirement in some markets, it is not as suitable for use in diesel engines as 
conventional diesel fuel or HVO (hydro-treated vegetable oil).

Biodiesel fuel requirements
The FAME biodiesel blends specified in the table below are approved for use if:
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The biodiesel is pre-blended by the fuel supplier
The biodiesel used in the blend conforms to EN14214 or ASTM D6751
The distillate fuel used in the blend meets fuel sulphur requirements
The distillate fuel used in the blend conforms to EN590 or ASTM D975
B1-B5 biodiesel blends conform to EN590 or ASTM D975
B6-B7 biodiesel blends conform to EN590 or ASTM D7467
B8-B20 biodiesel blends conform to EN16709(B20) or ASTM D7467

Engine emission designation Engine size Acceptable blend

EU Stage II / US Tier 2 *
EU Stage IIIA / US Tier 3 *
EU Stage IIIB / US Tier 4 interim
EU Stage IV / US Tier 4 final
EU Stage V

Below D4 / 4 litres Up to B7

EU Stage II / US Tier 2 *
EU Stage IIIA / US Tier 3 *
EU Stage IIIB / US Tier 4 interim
EU Stage IV / US Tier 4 final

D4–D8 Up to B7

EU Stage II / US Tier 2 *
EU Stage IIIA / US Tier 3 *
US Tier 4 final, special North America arrangement **

D9–D16 Up to B20



EU Stage IIIB / US Tier 4 interim
EU Stage IV / US Tier 4 final

D11–D16 Up to B10

EU Stage IIIB / US Tier 4 interim, equipped with High Sulphur Fuel 
Conversion Kit (only available in unregulated markets)
EU Stage IV / US Tier 4 final, equipped with High Sulphur Fuel 
Conversion Kit (only available in unregulated markets)

D4–D16 Up to B20

EU Stage V D4–D16 Up to B7

* As Tier 2 and Tier 3 emissions regulations ended in 2005 and 2010 respectively, engines produced since then typically 
meet Stage II / Stage IIIA regulations, allowing their sale in less regulated markets.
** With additional restrictions and special operating conditions, equipment used in North America may operate on B20 
diesel.

NOTE!
Failures directly caused by the use of poor quality biofuel, or any other fuel not conforming to standards, are not factory 
defects and the manufacturer’s warranty does not apply.

Maintenance interval requirements
Additional service actions and shorter maintenance intervals are mandatory when using biodiesel blends above B10.

Every 10 hours
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Check the engine oil and change if it rises above the maximum fill level
Inspect the fuel system components and replace as necessary

Half of original interval

¡
¡

Change the engine oil and filter
Replace the fuel filter(s)

Every year, regardless of operating hours

¡
¡

Change the engine oil and filter
Clean the fuel tank

Effects of biodiesel on engine oil
Using biodiesel can lead to increased oil dilution. Use engine oil analysis tools frequently to check for fuel dilution and 
monitor engine oil condition. Check the engine oil level daily. Always change the engine oil if the oil level rises above the
maximum fill level.

Effects of biodiesel on fuel systems
Biodiesel dissolves and loosens some fuel system deposits. During the initial conversion to biodiesel, loosened deposits will 
travel to the fuel filters and require more frequent fuel filter replacements. Start with new fuel filters when using biodiesel for 
the first time.

Biodiesel is aggressive to some materials used in fuel system components. Inspect seals, hoses, rubber and plastic 
components every 10 hours. Repair or replace any components that are damaged, softened or leaking. Clean biodiesel from 
painted surfaces immediately to prevent paint damage.

Biodiesel is more sensitive to bacteria and water contamination than distillate diesel fuel.
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Use as much fuel as possible before refilling the fuel tank in order to prevent bacteria growth if a machine is in 
regular use, e.g. regularly uses up a tank of fuel within a week. In climates where condensation is a risk, or when the 
machine is working for short durations, keep the fuel tank full.
Do not use biodiesel in machines with low utilization or operating time.
Do not store machines for more than 4 weeks without flushing biodiesel out of the fuel system by operating the 
machine through at least one full tank of distillate diesel fuel.
Always follow the manufacturer’s storage recommendations and “best-before” dates for each delivery of biodiesel.

Effects of biodiesel on exhaust aftertreatment systems
Biodiesel leaves higher levels of ash in diesel particulate filters and may require more frequent diesel particulate filter (DPF) 



regeneration and cleaning. Biodiesel can cause deviations in temperatures and functionality of the DPF burner and may 
cause fault codes or errors.
Biodiesel exhaust gas is aggressive to some materials used in selective catalytic reduction systems (SCR) and may require 
more frequent cleaning, repairing or replacing of SCR parts.

Effects of biodiesel on cold weather operation
Biodiesel has a high viscosity at temperatures below 0 ˚C (32 ˚F) and may cause problems starting the engine. Use a fuel 
heater or park machines in a heated building if possible.

Effects of biodiesel on engine performance
Biodiesel B100 has about 8% lower energy density compared to regular diesel fuel. Blends equal or lower than B20 have a 
small impact on engine performance.

Effects of biodiesel on emissions compliance
Engines are certified to comply with U.S. EPA, California and EU emissions standards based upon the use of test fuels with 
specifications established by these regulatory agencies. Alternative fuels, including biodiesel, that are not substantially 
similar to the required test fuels may adversely affect engine emissions compliance. As a result, Volvo does not warrant that
the engine will conform to applicable Federal or California and EU emissions limits when operated on, or having previously 
being operated on, biodiesel or other alternative fuels that are not substantially similar to specified test fuels used for 
certification, nor if biodiesel / regular diesel is used in blends that exceed the recommendations.
However, the use of biodiesel up to a maximum of 20% (B20) in and of itself, will not affect the manufacturer's mechanical 
warranty as to engine or emissions system, provided the bio fuel used in the blend conforms to the applicable standards and 
the additional steps outlined herein are followed.


