SOIL TESTING
KNOWING WHAT YOU’RE DEALING WITH.

LYNCH HAULAGE: MEETING HIRE DEMANDS

Before starting a
construction project, the
contractor must classify
their waste leaving site,
soil testing will identify
contamination issues or to
classify waste for disposal.
If soil contamination is not
identified before starting
construction, there can be major
repercussions from environmental
authorities and even health
problems resulting from contact
with contaminants during
construction.
Conducting soil testing can also
save you money in the waste
disposal process as proper
classification will ensure that you
don’t pay more than you need
to when you send soil waste
to landfill.

OUR SOIL TESTING SERVICES
Our sampling will involve testing
the soil for inorganic heavy metal
contaminants (e.g. lead, cadmium,
mercury etc.) and organic
chemicals such as TPHs, found in
crude oil, and PAHs, released from
burning fossil fuels. Heavy metals at
high concentrations can be highly
damaging to the environment and
human health, particularly metals
like lead, and organic chemicals

remain present in the environment
for so long that they will continue
to be an issue if they are not
identified and taken care of. The pH
of the soil is also measured. We are
also able to test for the presence
of Asbestos and the percentage
of Asbestos in the soil (known
as quantification testing) this is
important as anything over 0.1% is
deemed Hazardous.

SOIL TESTING SERVICES

It usually takes 7 days to get your
results, however we are also able to
turnaround your results in a shorter
period if you require. For soil waste
disposal we can also conduct a
Waste Acceptance Criteria (WAC)
test for you but please note that a
standard testing must be carried out
before a WAC test, this is because
a WAC test alone does not provide
the receiving facility with enough
information to determine best
course of action for the material.
We can arrange for one of our
samplers to attend site on the same
day, if not next day, to take the
samples and send these to the lab
for the analysis. Once we have the
results back we will analyse them inhouse to look for the best possible
solution for the material, send a
copy to you, and also to the possible
receiving sites for final confirmation.
We will then subsequently provide
you with a quote for the material.

Soil analysis test saves client time and
over £70,000 on residential project
Lynch was recently contacted by a small
residential builder working on a site
where they were facing escalating costs
due to the client informing them late
into the project that the soil had been
classified as contaminated.
It was quickly discovered that previous
testing was only taken within the top
half a meter of the site, meaning that
the underlying, naturally occurring soils
had not been tested. We were able to
identify the correct contaminated areas
and then develop a segregation plan to

separate the known contaminated soil
from the other muckaway that had not
been tested. We then carried out our soil
analysis test which showed this other
material to be inert. Once all the results
were available and we had acceptance
with the receiving facilities we employed
our substantial range of grabs and
tippers to remove over one hundred
loads from the site.
The correct classification of the soils
saved the company £690 per load and
over £70,000 on the project in total.

FAQS
Why do I need to classify soil
for disposal?
The Waste Framework Directive
(2009/98/EC) defines waste as
any substance or object which
the holder discards or intends
to discard. Waste classification
is required so that all parties
know how to manage the
soils, weather it is Disposal,
Treatment or Recycling, this will
also allow everyone involved to
know what risks are involved
in the handling of the waste,
and if any specific precautions
need to be taken. It should be
noted that the duty of care for
correct waste classification lies
with the waste producer.

How do I classify my waste?
If you believe the site to
be contaminated, or there
is a possibility of the site
being contamionated, waste
classification is a two-stage
process. The soil will first
be tested for Organics,
Inorganics, Metals, Asbestos
and Hydrocarbons, the results
for this testing will be used d to
classify the material as either
hazardous or non-hazardous
waste, following the procedure
in Environment Agency
Document WM3. (www.gov.
uk/government/publications/
waste-classification-technicalguidance)
This review will provide us with
a List of Waste code (LoW),
which will confirm if the material
is Hazardous or Non-Hazardous.

Common Construction project
examples are 17-05-03* for
hazardous soils and 17-05-04
for non-hazardous soils.
Waste Acceptance Criteria
(WAC) testing will only be
needed if the soil is going to be
taken to landfill.
What happens next
Once the waste has been
classified one of the following
will happen:
i.	Non-Hazardous Soils — this
can either be taken away
as non-hazardous waste a
licenced facility that can
take this material. Or a WAC
test can be carried out to
see if the material can be
taken to an Inert Landfill
ii.	If the expectation is that the

material will be utilised for
Beneficial re-use e.g. Quarry
Restoration, Capping, etc
WAC testing should not be
required providing the initial
classification has taken place
iii.	Hazardous Soils will require
hazardous WAC testing
prior to disposal. If the soil
exceeds hazardous WAC
criteria for the landfill it
cannot be disposed of
without treatment.
Can I not just use a WAC?
EA Guidance states that waste
cannot be classified with WAC
testing. WAC testing only tells
the receiving site how the soil
will behave when it has been
landfilled. A WAC test is only
required if the material is being
sent to a permitted Landfill.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 020 8900 9992
OR VISIT LYNCHHAULAGE.COM
Head Office: L Lynch Plant Hire & Haulage Ltd, Boundary Way, Hemel HP2 7YU

